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Currently, the Executive Council is made up of 
the Governor, Treasurer, Auditor, Secretary of 
State, and Secretary of Agriculture. 
 
In the early days of Iowa’s state government, 
the Executive Council did not include the 
Secretary of Agriculture.  For many decades 
after the Capitol was completed in 1886, the 
Executive Council oversaw the contracted 
maintenance of the Capitol.  These concise 
records, the “Transactions of the Executive 
Council,” or the “Contracts Approved by the 
Executive Council,” explain the contracted work 
that was done to the property owned by the 

state.  The Executive Council records are in the state archives, but 
summaries of these records are found in most volumes of the Iowa Official 
Register.   
 
This article examines a few of the projects, contracts, and decisions made by 
the Executive Council concerning the Capitol and other state properties from 
1899 to 1910. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the Iowa State Capitol Tour Guides weekly during the Legislative 
Session, features historical facts about Iowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.  
All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the 

actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained. 
 

Transactions of the Executive Council 
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Shelving in the Supreme Court Consultation Room  
in the Iowa State Capitol 
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Treasurer’s Office in the Iowa State Capitol 
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The storage building along Grand Avenue, directly north of the Capitol  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Governor Albert Cummins 
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This map is from circa 1875 

 

  

Capitol Square 

Governor’s Square 

State Square 
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Left:  Statue of Senator James Harlan 

  

Nellie V. Walker 
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Iron stairway on the ground floor of the Iowa State Capitol 

 

 
  

Governor Warren Garst 
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Rotunda in the Historical Building, now  
the Ola Babcock Miller Building 
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Below and on the 
next page:  This list of 

Executive Council 
responsibilities is 

from the 1909-1910 
Iowa Official Register. 

 
  

Governor Beryl Carroll  
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The Executive Council website includes the current responsibilities of the 
Executive Council: 
 
The Executive Council was created by the adoption of the Code of 1860. 
Among the duties placed upon the Executive Council by the Code of Iowa are 

Current Responsibilities of the Executive Council 
 

https://governor.iowa.gov/newsroom/executive-council-of-iowa
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the following responsibilities, which in some instances are limited to specific 
situations or cases:  approve real estate transactions, approve leases of 
public land, authorize condemnation proceedings, authorize and pay special 
assessments, appoint legal counsel and special counsel, authorize and pay 
court costs and litigation expenses, settle or compromise legal claims, 
approve bank depositories, provide anticipatory and emergency funding, 
administer trust funds, act as the governing body for state employee 
insurance and benefit plans, and canvass votes cast and required to be filed 
with the State Commissioner of Elections. 
 


